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them to be members of a Church was to be of
a fellowship the more precious because in its life
they found the mysterious oneness of a vivid
personality.202
IV
It is becoming more and more clear that the
future trend of political theory is away from that
attitude which bids us read all things in their
relation to the State. Certain things that body
will not undertake because it is not competent to
undertake them. It will cease to attempt the
control of religious doctrine. The tribunals of the
State no less than its legislature only interfere
with the most precious part of corporate freedom
when, though an alien organisation, they attempt
a perilous invasion. The Church has its history,
its laws, its doctrines; the State can not, from a
stunted theory of its sovereign power, attempt the
fusion of her customs with its own.203 It will
rather leave her free to work out, as she best may,
the grave and complex problems that confront her.
From her own sense of righteousness it will wel-
come the good. From her own right to freedom
it will cherish the beneficent product. From a new
202 Dr. Figgis, in the brilliant little essay on Newman which he has
printed as an appendix to his Fellowship of the Mystery has made this
very clear.   It is of course merely one result of that realism which
G-ierke and Maitland have taught us to understand.
203 As in Eev. v. Dibden  [1910], P. Q. 57;   Thompson v. Dibden
[1912], A. C. 533.   The whole mass of ritual cases is of course another
aspect of the same problem.